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�����, the mare on the left, suffered a 

severe fungal infection and her recovery 

is one of our many miracles. She is 

fortunate enough to have a very caring 

owner who regularly travelled by bike for 

a couple of hours each way to visit her. 

�n the day she left to go home he was 

asked if he was anxious to have her home 

to work. His reply touched us all. He said 

he wanted her home because she was his 

friend. The prognosis for this condition is 

normally poor, so congratulations to all 

concerned with her veterinary and 

nursing care. 



The Gambia Horse and Donkey Trust 
Heather Armstrong, Brewery Arms Cottage, Stane Street, Ockley  Surrey RH5 5TH 

Tel 01306 627568  email - gambiahorseanddonkeytrust@hotmail.com 
www.gambiahorseanddonkey.org.uk 

 

 

The Horse and Donkey 

Show 

The annual event was a very busy and a happy occasion.  We 

would like to thank the many people who made it such a success, 

from the wonderfully generous people who sponsored the 

classes and prizes, to the 35 volunteers who flew out to assist 

with the organisation of the show, the opening of Calum�s Road 

and the opening of the Nursery school which had been built by 

our sister charity Stella�s School Scheme. 

 Handlers travel from far and wide to bring their animals for 

judging and it is very satisfying to see the increase in the 

standard of the animals coming forward.  The opportunity really 

demonstrated to the community the value of the work we do 

and the impact that knowledge (through education) and care of 

their animals has on livelihoods and poverty reduction.   

 We have now reached the stage where we are seeing the next 

generation of young stock from our winners and everyone can 

see that selective rather than random breeding really counts. 

 

The shows provides opportunities for support, 

guidance and help 

The show provides the opportunity for our local handlers and 

those coming for the first time to access all the �services� they 

need � farriery, harness advice, dentistry and excellent 

professional veterinary care. More importantly it gives them the opportunity to 

learn and to discuss their problems with our experts and with each other. 

Unfortunately we still have complex disease problems that need to be addressed 

and we are working on these with the help of many vets and scientists. 

        We must thank Patrick Pollock and David Sutton from the University of 

Glasgow Vet School who came out and blood tested every single animal that 

attended the show and who provided veterinary supervision for our graduates. 

They came to help and to take advantage of the top class veterinary instruction 

that was available. We would like to thank the Donkey Sanctuary for their 

generous support in helping to investigate the mystery neurological disease that 

is causing so many problems and to Merial for generously supplying drugs that 

may help to control it. We feel very fortunate to have their support.  
                                                                        

 

Below, donated headcollars awaiting 

distribution at the show 
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